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51. I wish to express my concern that in many of the Lands Tribunal
cases, proceedings are brought or resisted on disputes wherein the
monetary value is extremely small, but the costs of the proceedings
far exceed the value of the claim. The present case is a paradigm
example. Quite apart from the fact that the claim is only $9,000, the
difference in value of the various methods of calculation is
extremely small indeed. Very often an owner who has lost his case
will eventually lose his property because the property is charged
and disposed of by the successful party in order to satisfy the
costs’ order. Very often such property is the unsuccessful owner’ s
only asset of substance. In my view solicitors advising owners in
such disputes are duty bound to spell out clearly to them, before
instituting or contesting the proceedings, the costs’ implications
and to give a realistic estimate of the likely costs to be incurred both
in respect of the owner’ s own costs and the opponent’ s costs,

together with a warning of the possible consequence of losing
one’ sflatin the event of losing his case.”
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